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This presentation stems from research on first- and second-generation Bosnians living in Sarajevo, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and diasporic spaces in the EU and North America. 
The central part of this research explores intergenerational war memories and war migration in 
Bosnian and diasporic families across several locations in the EU, the US, and Sarajevo. Looking at local 
and transnational dimensions, it was essential to show how intergenerational transmission of 
memories is processed, selected, transmitted, experienced, and activated by research interlocutors. 
The research used semi-structured and narrative biographical interviews and participant observation 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the EU, and the USA between 2022 and 2024. The memories of that war 
continue to evolve, with largely unknown consequences for collective competing narratives, social 
cohesion, and identity. This presentation examines how war and war migration memories are passed 
down from the first to the second generation in Bosnian families that stayed in post-conflict society 
and those who fled during the war in Western countries. The author’s interdisciplinary background 
and frameworks within memory and migration studies, social psychology, and sociology facilitate the 
analysis of the multiple and differentiated sociopolitical transformations and mnemonic patterns in 
post-conflict or diaspora contexts. 

Emina Zoletic is a PhD student at the Doctoral School of Social Sciences, University of Warsaw. She 
examines the intergenerational transmission of war family memory in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the 
Bosnian diaspora under the supervision of Joanna Wawrzyniak (University of Warsaw) and co-
supervisor Chris Hewer (Kingston University, London). She is doing a CEEPUS fellowship (March-June 
2025) at the University of Vienna, Institute of Sociology, as part of Mijic's team and her PhD thesis. For 
her Ph.D. research, she has been awarded the Preludium grant from the National Science Center 
(Poland), the Zeit Stiftung Bucerius Scholarship, and the CEFRES Junior Fellowship in Prague (Czech 
Republic). She was a Fulbright visiting researcher at Syracuse University's Maxwell School of Citizenship 
and Public Affairs, New York, from 2023 to 2024.   

The Werkstattgespräch will take place on June 3rd, 2025, 12:30-14:00, hybrid and in English. 
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