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ABSTRACT | New materialism have inspired scholars of International Relations to understand that 

political ideas and ideologies are inseparable from material objects and arrangements which participate 

in the making of - and making sense of - global politics. Yet how do socio-material arrangements built 

in the past to address specific political goals shape the way we think of and prepare for security threats 

now and in the future? Drawing on critical security studies, infrastructural studies, and post-colonial 

studies, this talk will focus on how visions of securing society are entangled with socio-material 

arrangements and how past security infrastructures continue to influence contemporary politics and 

practices of security. Specifically, the talk will focus on research infrastructures built as a part of national 

security projects and will discuss how these infrastructures become a field of contestation between 

different visions of ordering and organizing society and space. These issues are explored in a case study 

about the transformation of Czech biological defence, which reflects the unease with which legacies of 

past security projects are integrated in and interact with new visions of a secure society. 
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